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Monthly Member Newsletter 

 
FROM THE KITCHEN 
The March Mus Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 15. The dinner will be prepared by Chef 
Jesus Alcelay and hosted by The Board of 
Directors. The doors will open to the dining room 
at 6 PM and dinner served buffet-style at 6:30 PM. 
Prior to entering the dining room, please pick up 
your reservation ticket in the bar so that you may 
pay in cash, check, or credit card at the door. You 
may prepay online with your reservation. 

March Dinner Menu: 
Tossed salad with Oñati dressing 

Basque tripacallos 
Cod Oriotarra 

Pork chops with pimientos 
Clams & rice 

Dessert 
Homemade bread and butter 

Coffee and wine 
 

Dinner Prices 
Members and Guests: $25 

Children (10 and under): $10 
 

Reserve for dinner on the Basque Center website, 
basquecenter.com/monthly-dinner. If you are 
unable to make your reservation online, call 
208-572-0604. Babysitting service is available for 
children ages 1-10 for $10. Children must remain 
in the basement through dinner. Children may not 
join the fun downstairs if they are not on the list. 
Children who do not need babysitting may sit 
upstairs with their family. The deadline for 
reservations is 8 PM on  March 11.  Reservations 
called into the bar or left after March 11 will not be 
accepted.
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FEBRUARY DINNER & BINGO THANK YOU 
Thank you to Oinkaris for hosting the February 
dinner & Bingo! 
A special Eskerrik Asko to: 
Ander Achabal  Jill Kaltenecker 
Ava Achabal   Scott Kaltenecker 
Josephine Aldape  Alenna Knox 
Lina Aldape   Jaclyn Lasuen 
McKenna Anderson   Carter Lauer 
Ben Bengoetxea  Michael Lejardi 
Hayes Bidegaray  Ruth Manthey-Wray 
Olive Boyd   Leah Mendive 
Alaia Campbell  Abi Norton 
Alazne Campbell  Lili Papapietro 
Jordan Cutler   Sasha Phillips 
Dominic Fischer   Mikel Sangroniz 
Kristina Franzoia  Mia Saxton 
Mateo Franzoia  Gavriel Shapiro 
Brenna Garro   Miren Sieber 
Emma Harrington   Blas Totoricaguena 
Amaya Herrera   Luken Uranga 
Tiana Herrera    Matteo Wilsey   
Alex Hicks    Josie Wray    
Gwen Hicks     Alex Wray 
Jake Jaureguy    Alexandra Zuloeta 
 
DINNER HOSTS 
Basque Foundation Inc. would like to thank the 
families and organizations who have acted as 
hosts for a monthly dinner. We are always in need 
of additional assistance. Please email 
vicepresident@basquecenter.com  to get involved! 
 
UDALEKU 2025 IN ELKO 
Udaleku (formerly Basque Music Camp) will be 
held in Elko, NV June 22-July 4. This year’s theme 
is Bizkaia! All participants must be 10 years old on 
or before September 1, 2025, and the maximum 
age is 15. Cost is $515. Applications open at 6 PM 
on March 1 and spots fill up fast, so mark your 
calendar. For more information and to fill out the 
Intent to Participate Application, visit the NABO 
website via this link: bit.ly/udaleku25. 
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2025 NABO MUS (4-KINGS) QUALIFIER 
TOURNAMENTS 

3/8 Mountain Home 
3/9 Elko 

3/15 Gardnerville 
4/22 Gooding 

4/12 Oinkari (must be/have been an Oinkari) 
4/26 Santa Rosa (Paradise Valley, NV) 

5/3 Basque Museum 
5/24 Ontario 

6/14 NABO Finals (Los Banos) 
EUZKALDUNAK 4-KINGS NABO MUS 
QUALIFIER 
The Euzkaldunak 4-King Mus tournament was 
held on Saturday, February 8, at the Basque 
Center. Twenty-four teams participated and 
enjoyed lunch at Leku Ona, prepared by Chef 
Asier Garcia. Special thanks to Tyler Smith, Martin 
Bilbao, and Ana Mendiola for their help. 
Congratulations to txapeldunak Andres Lejardi & 
Sergio Gabicagogeascoa and runners-up Steve 
Achabal & Edu Sarria. With more than 21 teams 
playing, we are able to send 2 teams to represent 
Euzkaldunak at the NABO Mus Finals in Los 
Banos, California on Saturday, June 14. 
 
EUZKALDUNAK 8-KING MUS TOURNAMENT 
The 2025 8-King Euzkaldunak Tournament has 
been underway since January 7, with 22 teams 
participating this year. The finalist teams (below) 
will compete for the honor of being the 2025 Mus 
Txapeldunak on Saturday, March 15 at 2 PM. 
Javier Arrieta / Josa Mari Eguren 
Edu Sarria / Steve Achabal 
Sabino Beascoechea / Sergio Gabicagogeascoa 
Nick Bicandi / Xanti Alcelay 
John Krakau / Sean Aucutt
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TXANTXANGORRIAK & BOISEKO GAZTEAK 
SPRING SHOW - MARCH 9 
Mark your calendars for the Spring Show on 
Sunday, March 9. Weather permitting, we're going 
to hold the performance outside on the Basque 
Block! Dancers & Musicians should arrive in 
costume at 12:15 PM. Txantxangorriak will start 
the performance off at 12:30 PM, with the dancers 
following at 1 PM. Remember, we spring our 
clocks forward one hour that Sunday morning. Be 
sure to tell your family and friends! Please bring a 
can of food for our contribution to a local food 
bank. Don't forget to dress for the weather! 
 
2025 Calendar: 
01/07-03/04 - Practice at 7PM 
03/09 - Spring Show at 12:30PM (Basque Block) 
07/28 & 29 - Jaialdi 2025 practices at 7PM 
08/02 - Jaialdi 2025 performance (Expo Idaho) 

 
OINKARI KEGS 4 A KAUSE 
Support your local Basque dancing group in the 
absolute easiest way possible–come out and have 
a few beers. How could it be? Join us at Payette 
Brewing (733 South Pioneer Street) on Monday, 
March 24, from 6-10 PM for Kegs 4 a Kause. 
Payette will donate 50% of profits from draft beer 
sales in the Tap Room that evening to Oinkaris! 
Please help us spread the word, whether by 
sharing on social media or calling your friends and 
family, and we can make our own party. Talk about 
the most effortless fundraiser ever…we’ll see you 
there! 
 
BASQUE CENTER BLOOD DRIVES 
It's not just a sneaking suspicion, Basques have 
special blood. With some of the highest 
concentrations of both O and Rh negative types, 
we have something that sets us apart. We can 
make a difference in the lives of others by 
donating our special blood right in the Basque 
Center Dance Hall. Come down and save a life on 
April 14, June 9, August 11, October 13, and 
December 8 (all Mondays). You can schedule now 
at redcrossblood.org or in the American Red 
Cross Blood Donor app with the sponsor code 
basque.  
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 CORNER 
 
Book now: Jaialdi hotels 
For out-of-town friends and family, or even 
those of us in town who would rather make 
a short walk to a hotel room after evening 
festivities on the Basque Block, don’t 
forget to book a hotel at special Jaialdi 
rates. Hotel blocks fill up quickly, so if you 
or someone you know needs rooms during 
the festival, now is the time to book! Visit 
the Travel & Lodging page on the Jaialdi  
website for booking instructions and 
discount codes. 
 
Book now: Jaialdi ticketed events 
Tickets to Sports Night, Festara, Dantzaldi, 
and Expo Idaho events are live on the 
website! Check the Schedule & Tickets 
page for details. Tickets are sold directly 
through the participating venues (Idaho 
Central Arena & Expo Idaho) but all ticket 
purchase links will be listed on the Jaialdi 
website for easy access. 
 
Volunteer signups open soon 
Did you know Jaialdi is staffed entirely by 
volunteers like you? Jaialdi 2025 volunteer 
signups open the fist week of March, and 
we’d love for you to be part of the magic 
✨. Expect to see volunteer shifts for food 
and beverage booths, setup, teardown, 
and more. All volunteer shifts will be 
posted on the Jaialdi website when the 
shift schedules go live in early March. 
 
Don’t forget to follow Jaialdi on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Threads for the latest 

updates! 

 

BERMEOTARRA SEEKS HOST FAMILY 
Seventeen-year-old Enaitz from Bermeo is 
seeking a Boise area host family (or families) for 
the 2025-2026 school year. He has always had an 
interest in studying abroad, and most especially in 
Idaho. He states that his great uncle lived and 
worked in and around Boise as a sheepherder, 
arriving in 1910. Having heard his many stories, 
Enaitz is interested in having an American 
experience himself. He says that he has decent 
English skills, but he would love to improve them. 
He stays active by surfing and hiking, and he 
loves meeting new people and spending time 
outdoors. Most of all, however, he is enthusiastic 
about music and he sings and plays guitar in a 
local band. He would like to become a music 
producer in the United States and share his 
passion for music. He believes that living abroad 
would help him grow as a person and connect to 
his own family story. He is excited to share his 
culture and language, and meet new people. His 
family is willing to offer monthly compensation to 
his hosts. If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact Nekane Arrubarrena at 
(208)891-8504 or nekane2014@hotmail.com. 
 
YOUNG EUSKALDUN SEEKS THE BOISE 
EXPERIENCE 
Ander Etxaniz Zabaleta from Antzuola, Gipuzkoa 
would like to visit Boise this summer to volunteer 
and meet new people! He will be 16 by the time 
that he visits us and is interested in Basque 
dancing and sports (especially soccer and pilota, 
among others). He works well with children or 
adults and is energetic and enthusiastic. He is a 
native speaker of Euskara and Spanish and has 
been studying English and French since he was a 
young child. He is looking into coming July 1 
through the first week of August. If you are able to 
host (or help host) Ander or have ideas for his 
volunteering, please contact Juliana Aldape 
(208-850-8687 or julaldape@gmail.com) who can 
provide more information. 
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EUZKALDUNAK PHOTOS WANTED 
We all use our cell phones to take a lot of pictures, 
but have you thought about sharing those photos 
with future generations? We have a large 
collection of historical pictures (San 
Inazio, Oinkari dancing, Morzilla making, Mus 
Dinner, etc.) from past eras, but will our children 
have pictures of this era? Do you have photos 
from past Euzkaldunak events? We are interested 
in any pictures that capture our rich history and/or 
our current activities. They can include photos 
from local events like Jaialdi, San Inazio, 
Sheepherders Ball, monthly dinners, etc., or 
anything that involves our member activities like 
Boiseko Gazteak, Txantxangorriak, Aiztan Artean, 
Biotzetik, or Oinkari Dancers. Historical photos of 
the Basque Center facility are always appreciated 
as well. Your submissions (if necessary) will be 
digitally scanned, archived and placed on the 
website. If you have photos to share, please 
contact Ed Orbea at photos@basquecenter.com 
or Ricardo Yanci at yanciricardo@gmail.com. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Antonio Aramburu   
Darla Aramburu   
Rachel Aramburu   
Colleen Back    
Nate Baumann   
Nicole Coleman   
Noel Goyhenetche   
Yvone Goyhenetche 
Kaden Henry 
Zoey Jones 
Betty Karnes 
Carla Karnes 
Elva Zaizar Pineda 
Declan Teegarden 
Fred Willerup   
Matthew Wilsey 
 
BASQUE CENTER BRICKS 
The Basque Center is selling engraved sidewalk 
bricks. Each brick is $60 with up to 3 lines 
available. Each line can contain up to 15 
characters. Orders must be received by April 1 so 
as to ensure placement by Jaialdi. See next page 
for order form. Purchase your brick today! 
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
Frank Aguirre 
Aidan Gillman 
 
Mary Arte 
Dave & Jeannie Eiguren 
 
Dennis Larrondo 
Sharon Larrondo 
 
Ilene Ansotegui Profil 
Julian & Joanna Smith 
 
Esther Totorica 
Dave & Jeannie Eiguren 
 
Gary Schaffner 
Luise Echevarria 
Dave & Jeannie Eiguren 

OINKARI MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
Oinkaris appreciate these gifts as they help fund 
our costumes, equipment and travel. Donations, 
including for memorials, are graciously accepted 
online at oinkari.org/donationsgrants, or via mail 
at:  

Oinkari Basque Dancers 
PO Box 1011 

Boise, ID 83701 
Eskerrik Asko to the following who made 
donations: 
 
In memory of Dave Berggren 
Henry & Shirley Mendazona Family 
Josephine & Albert Barinaga Family 
Teresa & Pablo Aramburu Family 
Vickey & Larry Tuttle Family 
Angie & Rich Pietrini Family 
 

 
MARCH ZORIONAK 
Lori Aguirre, Dan Aizpitarte, Jenny Aldape, Jerry Aldape, Josu Amuchastegui, Beni Amuchastegui, Javier 
Arrieta, Andoni Artiach, Maryann Artis, Sarah Asla, Trina Arana Barrett, John T Beitia, Deborah Bidaburu, 
Martin Bilbao, Mila Bilbao, Kim Blackburn, Teresa Boam, Rachel Bolles, Johnny S Boyd, Ryan Brooks, Bill 
Burns, Hailey Campbell, Robert Campbell, Suzanne Chacartegui, Christine Dambach, Patty J Dennis, 
Pamela Duncan, Irene Eaton, Jewel Fouts, Nicole Gamboa, Joe Goitiandia, Joe Goodson, Gina Marie 
Gridley, Linda Barriatua Guiles, Joey Haas, Elena Harrington, Kaden Henry, Chris Hill, Alejandro 
Homaechevarria, Ryan "Patxi" Kerns, Kristina Knox, Megan LaCrone, Seth LaCrone, Nick Larrea, Tom 
Larson, Mary Jo Asumendi Larzelier, Romaine Leichtfuss, Gloria Lejardi, Kelly Mai, Jeremy Malone, Joe 
Matanzas, Nekane McGarvie, Helen M Olson, Kathy Olson, Emily Pape, Sara Runnels, Marilyn Sarasqueta, 
Rachel Schaffner, Dennis Schaffner II, Rich Sieber, Debbie Navarro Smith, Ann Swindell, Michael 
Thompson, Ted Totorica, Mara Totorica, Sarah Knoble-Totorica, Carmen Totorica Bassick, Chris Uberuaga, 
Louis Uranga, Maite Uranga, Ric Uria, Mark Van Gulik, Amaia Vicandi-Bow, Michael Watson, Julia Wolfe, 
Kodi Woods, Rod Wray, Josie Wray, Amy Wray, Teresa Yragui, David Zabala, Barbara Zubizarreta, Joe 
Zubizarreta 
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BASQUE CENTER RENTAL 
To inquire about renting the Basque Center for a function or meeting, please contact Albert Totorica, Basque 
Center Rental Manager, at rentals@basquecenter.com, visit basquecenter.com/rentals, or call 
208-331-5097. Euzkaldunak members receive discounted rental rates. 

 
Jaclyn Lasuen, 

Newsletter Editor 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 
Our newsletter is composed of submissions from our Basque Center membership, and 
we want to hear from you! Send your news to newsletter@basquecenter.com by 
Monday, March 24, to appear in the next newsletter. For mailing address changes, 
contact Patty Gabica at secretary@basquecenter.com. 

2025 EUZKALDUNAK EVENTS 

3/9–4/6: Euzkaldunak Briska Tournament  7/29–8/2: Jaialdi 
3/15: March Mus Dinner & 8-King Mus Finals 9/20: September Welcome Back Dinner 
4/19: Anniversary Dinner/Dance & Briska Finals 10/18: October Dinner 
5/17: Mother’s Day/Legacy Award Dinner 11/8: Morzilla Dinner / Bazaar / Bingo 
7/26: Basque Open Golf Tournament 12/20: Sheepherders Ball 
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2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  BASQUE CENTER STAFF 
Mike Franzoia, President 
Ricardo Yanci, Vice President 
Isana Bengoetxea, Director 
Mark Bieter, Director 
Jessica Bilbao, Director 
Joseba Criswell, Director 
Amaia Donahue, Director 
Bo Norton, Director 
Rosa Totorica, Director 
Travis Wright, Director 
 

 Patty Gabica, Secretary and Treasurer 
Julian Lete, Operations Manager 
Albert Totorica, Rental Manager 
Jesus Alcelay, Chef 
Bartenders: Sean Aucutt, Tom Sipes, 
Noah Storey 
 
N.A.B.O. DELEGATES 
Mark Bieter (board delegate) 
Alex Wray (Euzkaldunak delegate) 
 

To contact the entire board (10 directors), send an email to board@basquecenter.com. 

mailto:rentals@basquecenter.com
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